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Dinty W. MOORE

Son of Mr. Green Jeans:
An Essay on Fatherhood, Alphabetically Arranged

Allen, Tim

Best known as the father on ABC’s Home
Improvement (1991-99), the popular comedian
was born Timothy Allen Dick on June 13,
1953. When Allen was eleven years old, his
father, Gerald Dick, was killed by a drunk
driver while driving home from a University of

Colorado football game.

Bees

“A man, after impregnating the woman,
could drop dead,” critic Camille Paglia
suggested to Tim Allen in a 1995 Esquire
interview. “That is how peripheral he is to the
whole thing.”

“I'm a drone,” Allen responded. “Like those
bees.”

“You are a drone,” Paglia agreed. “Thart’s
exactly right.”

Carp

After the female Japanese Carp gives birth to
hundreds of tiny babies, the father carp remains
nearby. When he senses approaching danger, he
sucks the helpless babies into his mouth, and
holds them there until the coast is clear.

Divorce
University of Arizona psychologist Sanford

Braver tells the story of a woman who felt
threatened by her husband’s close bond with
their young son. The husband had a flexible
work schedule but the wife did not, so the boy
spent the bulk of his time with the father. The
mother became so jealous of the tight father-son
relationship that she filed for divorce, and
successfully fought for sole custody. The result
was that instead of being in the care of his father
while the mother worked, the boy was now left
in daycare.

Emperor Penguins

Once a male emperor penguin has completed
mating, he remains by the female’s side for the
next month to determine if the act has been
successful. When he sees a single greenish-white
egg emerge from his mate’s egg pouch, he begins
to sing. Scientists have characterized his song as
“ecstatic.”

Father Knows Best

In 1949, Robert Young began Father Knows
Best as a radio show. Young played Jim
Anderson, an average father in an average family.
The show later moved to television, where it was
a major hit, but Young’s successful life was
troubled by alcohol and depression.

In January 1991, at age 83, Young attempted
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suicide by running a hose from his car’s exhaust
pipe to the interior of the vehicle. The attempt
failed because the battery was dead and the car
wouldn't start.

Green Genes

In Dublin, Ireland, a team of geneticists is
conducting a study to determine the origins of
the Irish people. By analyzing segments of
DNA from residents across different parts of
the Irish countryside, then comparing this
DNA with corresponding DNA segments from
people elsewhere in Europe, the investigators
hope to determine the derivation of Ireland’s
true forefathers.

Hugh Beaumont

The actor who portrayed the benevolent
father on the popular TV show Leave it to
Beaver was a Methodist minister. Tony Dow,
who played older brother Wally, reports that
Beaumont actually hated kids. “Hugh wanted
out of the show after the second season,” Dow
told the Toronto Sun. “He thought he should be
doing films and things.”

Inheritance

My own Irish forefather was a
newspaperman, owned a nightclub, ran for
mayor, and smuggled rum in a speedboat
during Prohibition. He smoked, drank, ate
nothing but red meat, and died of a heart
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attack in 1938.

His one son, my father, was a teenager when
my grandfather died. I never learned more
than the barest details about my grandfather
from my father, despite my persistent questions.
Other relatives tell me that the relationship had
been strained.

My father was a skinny, asthmatic, and
eager-to-please little boy, not the tough guy his
father had wanted. My dad lost his mother at
age three, and later developed a severe
stuttering problem, perhaps as a result of his
father’s disapproval. My father’s adult
vocabulary was outstanding, due to his need for
alternate words when faltering over hard
consonants like B or D.

The stuttering grew worse over the years,
with one exception: after downing a few
whiskeys, my father could sing like an angel.
His Irish tenor became legend in local taverns,
and by the time I entered the scene my father
was spending every evening visiting the bars.
Most nights he would stumble back drunk
around midnight; some nights he was so drunk
he would stumble through a neighbor’s back
door, thinking he was home.

As a boy, I coped with the family’s
embarrassment by staying glued to the television—
shows like Father Knows Best and Leave it to
Beaver were my favorites. I desperately wanted
someone like Hugh Beaumont to be my father,
or maybe Robert Young,.



Hugh Brannum, though, would have been
my first choice. Brannum played Mr. Green
Jeans on Captain Kangaroo, and I remember
him as being kind, funny, and extremely
reliable.

Jaws

My other hobby, besides television, was an
aquarium. [ loved watching the tropical fish
give birth. Unfortunately, guppy fathers, if not
moved to a separate tank, will sometimes come
along and eat their young.

Kitten
Kitten, the youngest daughter on Father
Knows Best, was played by Lauren Chapin.

Lauren Chapin

Chapin’s father molested her and her mother
was a severe alcoholic. After Father Knows Best
ended in 1960, Chapin’s life came apart. At age
16, she married an auto mechanic. At age
eighteen, she became addicted to heroin and
began working as a prostitute.

Male Breadwinners

Wolf fathers spend the daylight hours away
from the home—hunting—but return every
evening. The wolf cubs, five or six to a litter,
rush out of the den when they hear their father
approaching and fling themselves at their dad,
leaping up to his face. The father backs up a
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few feet and disgorges food for them, in small,
separate piles.

Natural Selection

When my wife Renita confessed to me her
ambition to have children, the very first words
out of my mouth were, “You must be crazy.”
Convinced that she had just proposed the worst
imaginable idea, I stood from my chair, looked
straight ahead, then marched out of the room.

Ozzie

Oswald Nelson, at 13, was the youngest
person ever to become an Eagle Scout. Oswald
went on to become Ozzie Nelson, the father in
Ozzie and Harriet. Though the show aired
years before the advent of reality television,
Harriet was Ozzie’s real wife, Ricky and David
were his real sons, and eventually Ricky and
David’s wives were played by their actual
spouses. The current requirements for Eagle
Scout make it impossible for anyone to ever
beat Ozzie’s record.

Penguins, Again

The female emperor penguin “catches the
egg with her wings before it touches the ice,”
Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson writes in his book
The Emperors Embrace. She then places it on
her feet, to keep it from contact with the frozen
ground.

At this point, both penguins will sing in
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unison, staring at the egg. Eventually, the male
penguin will use his beak to lift the egg onto
the surface of his own feet, where it remains
until hatching.

Not only does the male penguin endure the
inconvenience of walking around with an egg
balanced on his feet for months, but he also
will not eat for the duration.

Quiz

1. What is Camille Paglia’s view on the need
for fathers?

2. Why did Hugh Beaumont hate kids?

3. Who played Mr. Green Jeans on Captain
Kangaroo?

4. Who would you rather have as your
father: Hugh Beaumont, Hugh Brannum, a
wolf, or an emperor penguin?

Religion

In 1979, Lauren Chapin, the troubled
actress who played Kitty, had a religious
conversion. She credits her belief in Jesus with
saving her life. After Ais television career ended,
Methodist Minister Hugh Beaumont became a
Christmas tree farmer.

Sputnik

On October 4, 1957, Leave It To Beaver first
aired. On that same day, the Soviet Union
launched Sputnik I, the world’s first artificial
satellite. Sputnik I was about the size of a
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basketball, took roughly 98 minutes to orbit the
Earth, and is credited with starting the US-
Soviet space race.

Later, long after Leave it to Beaver ended its
network run, a rumor that Jerry Mathers, the
actor who played Beaver, had died at the hands
of the communists in Vietnam, persisted for
years. The rumor was false.

Toilets
Leave It To Beaver was the first television
program to show a toilet.

Use of Drugs

The National Center on Addiction and
Substance Abuse at Columbia University claims
that the presence of a supportive father is
irreplaceable in helping children stay drug-free.

Lauren Chapin may be a prime example
here, as would Tim Allen, who was arrested for
dealing drugs in 1978 and spent two years in
prison.

The author of this essay, though he avoided
his father’s drinking problems, battled his own
drug habit as a young man. Happily, he was
never jailed.

Vasectomies
I had a vasectomy in 1994.

Ward’s Father

In an episode titled “Beaver’s Freckles,” the



Beaver says that Ward had “a hittin’ father,” but
little else is ever revealed about Ward’s fictional
family. Despite Wally’s constant warning—
“Boy, Beav, when Dad finds out, he’s gonna
clobber ya!”—Ward does not follow his own
father’s example, and never hits his sons on the
show. This is an excellent example of
xenogenesis.

Xenogenesis

(zen’u-jen u-sis), n. Biol. 1. heterogenesis 2.
the supposed generation of offspring completely
and permanently different from the parent.

Believing in xenogenesis—though at the
time I couldn’t define it, spell it, or pronounce
it—I changed my mind about having children
about four years after my wife’s first suggestion
of the idea. Luckily, this was five years before
my vasectomy.

Y-Chromosomes

The Y-chromosome of the father determines
a child’s gender, and is unique, because its
genetic code remains relatively unchanged as it
passes from father to son. The DNA in other
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chromosomes, however, is more likely to get
mixed between generations, in a process called
recombination. What this means, apparently, is
that boys have a higher likelihood of inheriting
their ancestral traits.

My Y-chromosomes were looking the other
way, so my only child is a daughter. So far
Maria has inherited many of what people say are
the Moore family’s better traits—humor, a
facility with words, a stubborn determination.
It is yet to be seen what she will do with the
many negative ones.

Zappa

Similar to the “Beaver died in Vietnam”
rumor of the 1960s and *70s, during the late
1990s, Internet chatrooms and discussion lists
repeatedly recycled the news that the actor who
played Mr. Green Jeans was the father of
musician Frank Zappa. But in fact, Hugh
Brannum had only one son, and he was neither
Frank Zappa nor this author.

Sometimes, though, he still wonders what it

might have been like. P |
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