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LAn LAN

In a Small Shop

translated by Fiona Sze-Lorrain

Village last year. Small shop last year.
Pagoda flowers fall too late.

Deep in the woods, a gray dove cries
Sporadic sorrow

a body’s sorrow, from last year
shining white on the tragic saline soil

in a small shop.

A body’s sorrow

under the tree shade, sunlight dazzles

till chis year. A pagoda flower awakes in sand
It climbs the tree, with a poor child’s mouth
A cow bell the echo of seasons

the gray dove cries again—

A place that hurts. In a small shop
A place that departs. From last year

Crazyhorse



